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the many 
(@) new comic titles and companies 
> popping up? Recently, someone said he 


him to save his sympathy! | 
mean, competition is what it's all about! 
Nothing like the sound of another comics 
company breathing down our necks to 
fake us work even harder! And who 
benefits by it all? Hey, who else but you, 
the readers; you, nsbchagvdlgs tact | 
shelling Out your shekels for our mags! 
ond we give you what you el buy us! 
ff not, it's goodbye, Charlie! And that’s the 
(9) way it should be! 

wg You've been wondertully loyal to us over 
F4 the years, and no words of mine can fully 
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this pledge— we'll never stop bustin’ 
acieccia ove you the best we've got, 
to prove worthy of your support, to excite 
you, to amuse you and, for better or 
worse, to always level with you! Fact is, 
F espe eayine we'll mee) noes au Carcet 
ere nothing without you!” 
Excelsior! 
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column writers get gray? Try this on for 


was ee having all this competi- 


Executive Editor-slash-Wisconsin- 
ite Mark Gruenwald always fails to 
remind us, is National Dairy Month. You 
know what that means? Yes, that's right, 
its time once again for our first annual 
stroll around the Marvel neighborhood, to 
see how dairy products affect us in our 
éveryday lives. Perhaps we should get 
ultranice dresser Assistant Editor Darry 
Butter (er, Barry Dutter) to accompany us 
on this little venture? Perhaps not. 

The first stop on our sojourn is the focal 
New York Smiler deli. We head toward the 
refrigerated dairy section in all its pre- 

splendor. We spy the milk cartons, 
and are reminded of the happy days of our 
youth, reading comics by the fireplace, 
while sipping Bosco and milk. Not every- 
one has had so fortunate a childhood, 
however, and Marvel has recently been 
trying to do something about it. 

Marvel has joined forces with the National 
Committee for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse and the K-Mart Corporation to pro- 
duce a comic book featuring Spider-Man 
and Skids of the New Mutants, dealing 
with child abuse. The comic will be distrib- 
uted through K-Mart, and given out free to 
any parent who asks for it. 

The comic came out in April, which, as 
neo-father-slash-GHOST RIDER-writer 
Howard Mackie could tell us, is National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. Certainly 
preventing child abuse is a high priority for 
all of us, parents and non-parents alike. 
Another priority, of course, is reminding 
children and non-children alike that milk is 
good for strong teeth and bones. 

One guy who draws excellent teeth and 
great bones is megastar Jim (“Don't call 
me happy”) Lee. (No relation to Stan.) tf 
Jim were a happy guy, hed really have a 
feason to smile now, since he is now regu- 
lar penciler of the X-MEN, beginning with 
issue #268. 

‘Todd McFarlane, on the other hand, is 
always happy to smile for us. The incredibly 
Popular ing Canadian is 
giving birth this month to a new book 
featuring the adjective-less Spider-Man. 
Todd is both writing and drawing this one, 
surely cause for a celebration. Tell Aunt 
May to stock up on extra milk and cookies! 

Weil, we've lingered over the dairy 
counter so long the shop owner is begin- 
ning to stare at us in a peculiar way. Let us 
move on. As we reach the check-out counter, 
we spot the latest issue of the mucho-in- 
formative, ultraprestigious SOAP OPERA 
WEEKLY magazine. We can't help but re- 
call the April 10th isssue of SOW, which 
featured an interview with the second lady 
of American theater, Elaine Lee. (No 
relation to Stan.) Elaine spoke of her 
erstwhile role on the more-than-a-soap- 
opera-more-like-a-dramatic-ongoing-story 
TV show, THE DOCTORS, and her work 
on the if-comics-could-sing-the-world- 
would-sing-with-them STEELTOWN 
ROCKERS. Although Elaine made no 
mention of dairy products in the interview, 
we have to wonder if the thought of them 
might have crossed her mind. 

We are reminded of the Wall of Bovines 
in the office of Epic's own super hard- 
working assistant editor, Marie Javins. 
Marie has had some of the biggest names 
in the business contribute drawings of 
cows to her wail. Among them: Jim Lee, 


oe as hyperprolific Marvel 


Jay Muth, Mike Mignola, an and Serglo 
Aragonés. Now you see why its called 
the Marvel Bullpen. 

We exit the New York Smiler, and con- 
tinue our stroll around the Marvel 
neighborhood. What's playing at the local 
theater? THE STORY OF CHEESE, 
perhaps? No, that was last week. This 
week, its ROBOCOP 2, co-scripted by the 
hyperhot injas- 
weren't-cool Frank Miller. We are re- 
eee ot ls gee onon of this 
ultrapopular film, we might ui 
a pick up, if you need oleae RDA of 
i ing, justice-dispensing cyborgs. 

by Alen Grant, Mark Bagley, and 
Tony remap Ma firm believers in the 
Separation of the four basic food groups. 

Why, look! It's a record store! Wasn't 
there a mega-groovy group a few decades 
back known as the Cowsills? Why, sure 
there was! Maybe we can score one of 
their old albums on compact disc. While 
our fingers browse almost of their own 
accord, we happen upon the brand-new 
CD by the not-quite-yetbut-soon-to-be- 
superstars Otis Ball and the Chain. The 
album is called “I'm Gonna Love You ‘Til | 
Don't,” and it features back-up vocals on 
one song by the Buddha Singers. As fate 
would have it, three of the Buddha singers 
are Marvel's own—the tow-headed neo- 
Editor Mike Rockwitz, colorist-par-exce! 
fence Steve Buccellato, and our ever- 
smiling Direct Sales Manager Lou Bank. 
As Lou described it, “Otis serenaded us 
outside our window, and this inspired us to 
sing with him. Itwas one of the most senti- 
mental moments of my life.” Lou predicts 
that Otis Ball and the Chain will be “bigger 
than the sliced wheel.” 

Sliced wheel? A probable cheese refer- 
ence. Further apes that dairy products 
have become part of the Amencan culture. 
Why, someone would have to be a foo! to 
not include dairy products as part of his/ 
her everyday diet. Which reminds us, 
appropriately enough, that June is also 
the release of the first issue of the FOOL- 
KILLER Limited Series. 

{ts scripted by ultra eccentric Howard 
the Duck creator Steve Gerber, with art 
by the meta-talented newcomer to Marvel, 
JJ Birch. Steve created the Foolkiller 
character in the early seventies in an 
issue of his mucho-classic MAN-THING 
series. Now there's a whole new nutcase 
in the Foolkiller suit, and he's re-defined 
the meaning of the word “foo!." We wonder 
if this might include those who won't drink 
their milk! 

Well, it's getting late, and our trip ‘round 
the neighborhood has come to an end. 
Were tired—but it's a good kind of tired. 
As we reflect back on our day, we can't 
help but realize what a large role such 


products as cheese, butter, and milk play ¥ 


in our lives. But some of us enjoy them 
perhaps a little too much. In a recent 
Study, it was revealed that Wisconsin 
adults weighed in as the nation's most 
obese in a national survey—for the third 
consecutive year! The reason for their 
plumpness? Seems it's their 
igh consumption of dairy products like 
cheese and butter. Perhaps there's a lesson 
to be fearned here. (Say, ‘crema 
obese non-serial killer Mark Gruenwald 
from Wisconsin?) 
Gotta scoot! 
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